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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
eS eee 
From the Black Dwarf at Warwick to the Yellow Bonze a€ 
BlUre 4. 
iISLOUS ta 
APPROACHING TRIAS OWD CEE BLACK DWARE. 
=e dark, 
The time, respected friend, dGiaws near, when thy little 
sable acquaintance will be called upon to defend himself against 
ine horrible effence, of iaving taken a place in the stage coach 


from Londen to Birmingham, and pack again from Birmingham 


» | . 
bacainst me; and 


- 


ivLendon. All the crown lawyers ere arrayes 
that curious animal, a political judge, is ee ready, If his 


gout wil permit, to mount the beuch, and direct the Jury to 
} +) ‘ : . 4 ¢ ws ~ rae ? veeehy ¢ i] » +c | mint t<- oy wre no 
Uric ih a mos i Cf. GClOUS Ve Piic te { Cis @ MISA d \ jax dake son, 
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the ranks oppesed to the reformers; and having been once a 


° e-* ’ 4 5 9 J seule Lee ’ : } » ‘ S 
reformer bim-elt, be eught to Enew the weak parts of the ranks 


Which he hus abardeoued, upon de consideration, no doubt; 
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‘ 4 : eae Bas 3 ‘ ; 
iat ns Quomdoam troads woud never have made bia a Jud 
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rye t By26 ous j oe 
has served cut his epprenticeship en the lower b.nches, 
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where he is most in contact with the “ lower orders,” ont of 
which he has Pe pet 
Tan: fed to bekeve that [shall find him as fierce as Heetor. 
and as stout as the son i Silewins ife has already conquered 
Sir FP. Burdett, who may be considered the Diomed of reform: 
and « host of minor reformers, bave falien under the prowess 
of hisarms. ‘bo be sure be is not entitled to ail the credit of 
these victortes, himsei?; but what of that? he will get all the 
reward, Elis auxiliaries, the juries, ought to have been the 
allies of the vanquished; but they were induced to abandon 
their colours, as the judge abandoned his cld friends. Thy 
little Black friend is arraiyaed, however, with some individuals, 
who willnot be easily “ put down.” ‘Though they may be con- 
quered, they wil not yield. They fail in tueir determination to 
resist,and refuse submission upon any terms. Phe worst part of 
the business #5, that we shall ned have fair play. Our enemies 
eare not from they suceeed, so they but succeed, The mean- 
ness of slander, the cowardice of abuse, or the trickery of their 


purpeseus adopted without any hestta- 
tion, ‘Pho gravity of the $2 Pows, 
JOD You t 

2 sbjection, 
have ail the torce of iruibnot bles: 
The first step gener: jals sak; 


e screen for all its vices; and 


oe ey | ei oe ara 
al Jase it: vi told VV SEAT «at 


shelley, is acdinitted to 
a, is te prejudice the minds of 
the Grand Jury, whih is too often composed of credulous 
block he ads, or taterested fel Hows, wh 10 Want ve ry little to pre- 
gudice them against honest men. So eur epnonent, informs 
the Grand Jury that these are “ difficult times; and ¢f ul 
should be found, notin one, but ini several instaices, that & 
rerular and apa d system bad been formed, under which 
persons were sent to different parts of the country, to make 
the lower orders dissatistted with ihe Government, it became 
necessary to consider whether these eforts were not intended 
io prepare the way for a revolution !” By this feof et were 
found,” the Judge conveys the fullefecd of a falsehood, without 
absolutely stating one. He knows that no regular, no organized 


yy ¥%} "7 ie a . e *) 
pean has ever been formed for such purpose, while he stoops te 
































Pin BLACK DWARE, 435 


‘asintiate Uiat there has been such a plan, ife hiows that no 
persons have been “ send?’ among the people, cacept by the 
ministers, to make the people cissatisfied ; and he stoops to 
iesinuate that ¢here has. He then proceeds in the saine mode 
of mean insinuation, to add—* When it was found that evil 
disposed persons went among the lower orders, who were not 
sufficiently ioformed to detect the misrepr se viations with 
which they were sere orto be fortiied against the cttects 
of the advice they might receive---when it was found that hose 
ef whom he as spoken, wentamong the labouring classes to 
inflame their minds against the government; and by mahing 
them believe that the reign of terror had commenced in this 
country, to excite them to resistance aga inst the constituted 
authorities : when such things cecurred, &c. &e.” Now, my 
friend, thou will perceive that the Judge wenied to say such 
things were found, and had occurred; that there were persons 
who haddone such things, and that he had pointed them cut; 
while he had not sufheient audacity absolutely to state what he 
knew to be unirue; or to name the persons, of whom he pres 
tended to have spoken; aiihough he dare as well “ have met 
the devil alone,” as venture to fix his imputations upon indivi- 
duals who would be anxtous to meet him in reply, by an action 
for slander, even in his own courts. But throwing his arrows 
thasat random and in the davk, leaving them to be directed 


| ee ee i Cee ? 
by the feois or hnaves who pick them up, he finds his safety 


inthe ‘* palpable obscure” cf his —o tie might 


even plead that there were in fact evi! disposed persons going 
about among the lower orders, to alienate " iele minds from 


existing authorities; aid if compelled to name them, he might 


say tax-gatnerers, exciscmen, pensioners, placemen, simouists, 
tythe-eaters, meddling priests who love Lord Cast! lereach bet- 


+, 


ter, than their heavenly Lord ; and political Judges, who remain 
suil advocates for ministerial corruptions, He might also say 
he meant the Manchester yeomaury, and the Manchester ma- 
gistrates were the evil-disposed persons, who persuaded the 


people the reign of terror had commeneed ; and thus evade the 
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eonsequences of the slanders, which though not. throws 
directly at their objects, were evidently intended for better men 
than linseil. 

A respite! any friend, a respite! The Judge is ill—very il] — 
and is unable to forward the wishes of his employers. IT would 
not for the world rest oa the couch which is surrounded by the 
memory of lis charges. "The hour of sickness, I think, must be 
peculiarly unpleasant to eficiad gentlemen, who are too apt, 
when in healih, to mistake pedicy and expediency for law and 
justice; andtoact asif what served them, was of service to the 
community. Jo am not now reflecting upon the individual 
whose condition has produced these reflections. But I cannot 
avoid pursuing the idea, and following to the bed of sickness, 
one who lias pofiiically discharged the duties of a Judge. The 
ofice is one of awed responsibility, even in its most rigid ful” 
filment; and he who has xe sin to lay to his own account, must 
vet feel with some degree of regret, that he should have been 
the agent of so much misery to individuals, though absolutely 
required by the interests of society. With what horror, then, 
my friend, wust that men contemplate the near probability of 
meeting with the spirits of the victims of his prejudice—who 


were onty guilty of not helding Ais cptnions, or whose convic- 
tioa was but the venal ladder of his mean avarice, and mer- 
cenary ambition, tn such a moment how would every over- 
strained direction to the jury rise to his recollection, ia bitter 
condemnation of the prostitution of his office! How would 
every fibre of his frame vibrate at the remembrance of the seat 
cf justice being stammed Dy the administration of p erverted law! 

The contemptible objects of his mistaken pursuit, would then 
appear divested of all the citering colours which tempted His 

advance, Gold, meee. ve ermine, tities, would ennear as dross, 


eT ae vo :° . . . 9 ’ 
apa tauinges of me beanaite ; Livery twinge of thre crevtil would be 
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followed WV a stul severer twii: ce of conscience 3 and the wiygeu, 
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gewned, and sotemn thin ng wou wish he had been the s-verest 
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sufferer of itjuctice, than the 
Notoing 
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euminisiateor of perverted law. 
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ment, ov power, “Phe fill value of wealth is a lesson that should 
be early implanted in our youth —that our men might not saert- 
fice their happiness in the attempt to gather itia the miry path 
of personal interest. Whatis gold and siver to age, decrepi- 
tude, and infirmity? Wil they cure ihe gout? or palliate the 


accusations of the conscience? All the hopes of Lord Chief- 


Pe ' ‘ ; ¢ , eaewe 
Justicesinp fail at that moment to lspire {he ping, or to con- 
soie rt forats PASE avperrations, The « spected Sintie Of MMs- 


terial approbation, the levee approval, and the gracious nod of 


the monarch, are of no avail, when the summons to the supreme 
courtappears, ia which the judge must appearas a culprit, with 
all he fas wronged for witnesses against him, in terrible array. 
We must, however, be charitable to the grea’, though they have 


no compassion for the “ lower orders.” ‘They are indeed ob- 


Jectsofpity. They never see affairs as they really are. They 


look with distorted optics, and are continually decetved. Where 
they might see, they wzil7 nod. They walk into the ditch, and 
wonder they are covered with uire! Let us endeavour to be 
wiser from the example of their folly; and shun the beacon of 
their errors, Thea may we with reason exclaim, “Surely we 
ate wiser than ous masters!” Heys are not wisdom J and flow- 
lig robes are not eternal statutes. Justice shal! vet appear 
upon the face of the earth, and ali her sladowws shall dis- 

appear. Thy friend and well-wisher, 
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HANGING OF BOYS--NOF VERY CREDITAL ILE TO 
THINGS CALLING THEMSEL VES MEN, 


1 ote | 


TO TilE DIRECTORS OF THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 


—-——«= 


The lessons I have before endeavoured to impress upon your 
ininds, respecting the unnecessary and usedess barbarity of pun- 
ishing with deatin the dealers in imitations of your vusubstan- 
val wealth, seem fast fading from vour memory. ‘She cry of 
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publi horror having ceased to vibrate in sour ears, you have 
returned, as the dog to bis vomit, to your old we ys:---and yar! 
fic feeling is again shocked witu executions, Which you mixAt 
have prevent. d,and of witch net having pre evented, much of the 
gunlt rests at your own threshold. 

The right of society to take away that hfe it cgnnot give, 
has been disputed with much force of argument, by many en- 
lightened statesmen; but allagrer that e IY tie MoOsi ENorMmoKs 


. 
4% } 


is " sy * . a 8s q re eras ‘ > t 2 i’ ¢ 109% ee a! . 
OF ORCES, COMRTILCG VEC PenenimMsy ees. tee QreItes. aguya- 
a 


ea : :, Pe Pe Pp ae ee ee | eee 
Vaiions, Ca Give UNY Pudiisiere Gecnee co Puolie execullons, 


_— . e . + .« ke ‘ i 7 Sere a e . 
The lew of retaliation which demands an ie far ao eve, and a 


7 oe y : ’ ape se ns ‘ iysavl TeTTTInT 
footli fora took, is the fartie.f point to wihca pulisineat 


’ 1 bees he. vel’ Phe seeeere ae nt 
shoukl verve. What ther are wefdo think of tue ceprivation of 
. c 1 : (° { e 7 : ta Uae Saas 
lite, Sor fhic fide | he Far a | Oi ci J fg eg dt} Ne! “a ob RB cke iy Veasit il 
rT . oan? Sy: “ ¢ > ¥ wee . ’ — .* . q5. os ee ! yy ty ec e79) t\¢ 
any munimight learn to make aa month---winen Gh iress mNpgal 
oT eer ae Se eS BAe . Tine oR, EEA or, to ave 
femipi av Ghee tO Gisct, GI. to Wien the titi. dosab na | reated 
eT a, a ae ee oF gee ite ee ee rer ee 
the tempfation, Dy its Saametur Nesiece bo prepare Bes niere 
. ‘ : 
° ° ; ~ 2 re 1 5 mae , % Ci 
dificult of execution? Phot amanshourd forfeit ais bape, ia 
as Os ovevwre Beis ania st ate wok ” - : © .* 7 . rs » 4 : > 
tendertue to uncther a pizce ef vener, vot beine wirat it is pre- 
- a ‘ 4 4 , & 2 


. ° y 31 ° bd }. . a » 
tended to be, isa horrid. as well as a smeular feature im the cha- 


racter of uslish law! Batwhen @ boy, a acre child, whose 


Bs ie aeale R | > > nex enet mut tae ; 
verv carelessness pelt tend) hin into the srares laid for him, 


Pa 


i, ae : a Se, ere, ace a rt er 
should have the years in which be mnirait have ath ornament, 


+e = ’ . a ' ¥ o ‘ ‘ 
and d defence Cc iO $a ety, abi eed Ue the el OF sie fi or S! uch 2 
pitiful olenee, is really too shoching for sober iatenaidine 


Twas in hopes that your discretion, had been awakened to the 
folly, if vour merey hed not i nostariied by the cruelty of 
such conduct. But time, as tt tulled the public voice iuto silence, 


feo f . } a 2? 9 ,? ’ . . ‘+d ? . ! “* 
vps the subject, bus also eluse:d vour ears to the remembrance 


j , t ’ } i; 
’ ‘ ‘ 3 ‘ . Tro rs, P shar . ae . 
ofthe pierengzecho which shouted murder ona memorable ec- 
. 1 - 6 . . 
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fo the soveiein, faat the j imnpiae abie resfice of tue Dank migit 


‘ a by . . , 7 
be sitished with another seeridce of human life. You ther 
paused in vour ¢carcert--allected to be afiected :---and aban 


doned vour denmmadoflife. Lt was necessary to hush the voice 


tw 


eo . 4 TTh ‘ ee ip . > . 
hich alarmed vay ; and you professed VOUr anxious desire 4 
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prevent, instead of punishing the crime. You were believed. 
A comwittce pronounced that, although forgeries could not be 
prevented, they cou/d be rendered of less frequent occurrence. 
A plan of manufacturing notes more ditheult of execution was 
adopted, as some persons said, and others believed. It was 
generally supposed, that until you had taken ail the steps in 
your power to afford the public the requisiée security against 
forged notes, and purged yourselves of the guilt of being ac. 
complices by your negligence, you would be content with some- 
thing less thau strangling your victims, Biaay were allowed to 
plead guilty to the miner offence, and were trensported; and 
of this punisliicnt i ain not about to complain, The public 
were sooihed---the public outcry was stilied; and at intervals a 
effect. The pian was egreed upon. Thea there had been 
aome dithcuities in its exccution, but they were cll happily re- 
moved, The new notes would be ready in a jew months. 
Nay, days were named when they would ve issued—not oili- 
cially, but the deception was not the fess eectual. Now, that 
a year and aha/f has elapsed; you nave eecmucdnand your 
old system, and life is again the price of your fancied sceurity. 
You have acted very cautiously, and very cunainely. At first, 
a very old offender was sacrificed—tien a notociously Bad chia- 
racter :—and last week we have the following horrid example 
of the lengths to which human cepidity can carry its love of 
wealth, and its abuse of powe 

“Voss and KEATON were convicted together for uttering 
forged $l. Bank of England notes, under peculiar circum- 
stances. Voss, who was about 20 vears of age, lately belonged 


. 


to the sea service. He purchased a midshipmans dress, with 


A , 


forged notes in Cranbourn Alley, and also a dress for Keaton, 
as a livery servaut. Keaton was only between jrfleen and six- 
teen years of cge, and was a pretty looking boy! They hired 
a chaise, and travelled through diferent towns in Surrey and 
Kent, the boy Keaton, constantly attending Voss as his ser- 


vant, They uttered the notes chiefly at taverns ou the read. 
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eaten always went into the kitchen, and Voss was ushered 


. ited are! EO = ee a aw ant 
mito thre parlour: and by the dexte rity of tile’ boy, ved ret C. 


relly stated, that his master was related to some noble family 
tiiecy contrived fo put off between thirty aud forty forged ob 
: } ; > a oe : ‘ 
noes without detection, It was 0c plClea Liat mercy Would 
have been extended to the Uou, lie having been led into {] 
gaave CC & Sicaks ts i ads cdae JAI dy dix ic fd rec? € into the 


° , ° st sie ee ae can ’ ier ‘ 
erime for which he suffered by ins muster. At a quarter 


“<0 


efore eioht o'clock on Wednesday morning Sir, Ondersherifi 
" . : r : ? ° —— he ‘“ . . . 
Pater arrivea ai Meweale, followed imimediate ly after by Mr. 
ef 
a 


; or ink 
be irons were knocked off the crhainals, and 


they walked to the dock at the back ot the scaiiold, with great 
firmness, Ferery eye shed tears of pity for the fate of th 
unforlunaie lad—he was da the greatest inental agony. two 
criminals for other offences were tied up first: afterwards Voss, 
and then the poor dey Keaton”. When the latter came upon 

the drop, (here was a universal expression of dtsapprobation 


THON Sst live crowd ot persons as ssembled to witness the execu. 


tion, Cries of shame’ shame! were distinetiy heard.” 
Such is the plain uavarnished tale told by the newspapers: 


°  epe . } 
and in a country pretendisg to be civilized, a more Gisgraceful 


. 
Ss 4 
‘ 
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storvcouid net well be tok You may ask what, gentlemen 
dire clors, like you call have lo ao willl the fee Lizgs oft the crowd 
assembled at an ereeulion 2 Are you not ashamed, that 
ble” of the “ lower orders’ should bave more 
iz, and more humanity than yourselves ? Dees it not touch 
you to the quick, that the éraorgnt and unlearned, and bois- 
{eros ClaniOUrers " {he sireeis, as your patrons, the borough 
uinlously call tne people, should evince more sym- 


pathy wita ernie and horror at ihe severity of jaw, than 
YOu, the rich, and enlightened passessors of the fat of the 
Jand. Do you noi start with terror from the decision of yout 
calculations, contrasted with the general horror that such 
mereiess executions are calculated to excite—which they do 
excite in the bosoms of the unsoplusiicated multitude? 


‘Vhis ts oe to you, because it woul! appear, you are 


sQ every way the disposers of the fate of your victims, Yeus 
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mandate is the destiny of ali whom you accuse, You cannot 
refer the sentence to the law, Lad as itis; for you are per- 
mitted to control the law. The judges allow you to compoun€ 


felony in open court: —and though this may form a imisclie- 


vous precedeni in other cases, there is no honest and humane 
man, Who does not rejoice at it ia this stance: —cr who would 
not rejoice still more, W you would apply to the court for leave 
to content yourselves with a sound whinpmg of such boys as 
Keaton. A law so intimously severe, ought to be evaded, 
while it diseraces the statute Look, by remaining ataw. The 
judges found, and the public made vou feel, that the law was 
generally disliked ial it was therefore leit to be moulded ia 
your hands to what your Cispoes tions might theuk proper. When 
death ensues, therefore, it is vou who preneunce the sentence, 
and carry it ito execution. Your representation cetermies 
the judge, and influences the minister, who advises his sove- 


reign to adiy his signature to the warrant for the deprivation of 
life. For the minister [I entertain no respect; and am by no 
means anxious that he should eseape his portion of the con- 
demnation he deserves, for suflering your sense of vour own 
interests, to infuence his opinions. But you are the parties, 
on whom the heaviest censure must fall. Your negligence con- 
tinues the temptation to the cflence. Long ere tins period, you 
might have afforded the public a better security against such 
depredations; and your fauit has been encreasing, since the 
period when by active exertion, you could have checked, 
not cradicated, the power of being led into the crime. 

An appeal to your humanity, or to your sense of honour 
would be futtic, and it will be therefore spared. ‘Those who 
cowld consent to the execu‘ien of a boy, acting under the di- 
rection of his master, are beyoud the reach of language. Their 
faculties require another mode of rousing into action. ‘The 
important matters of another description now pressing upon 
the public consideration, prevent the enquiry, at preseut, as to 
what mode it might be adviseabie dor the public to adopt, to 
fouch what portion of conscience may romain buried beneath 
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your opulence, and your imagined interests. But it was jm- 
"possible to suffer this last exploit of the solicitor acting in your 
authority to pass quite unnoticed. At another opportunity the 
subject will be resumed, unless what is very improbable should 
take place; viz.---that you issue your new notes, and abandon 
your old practices. 
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POSTPONEMENT OF THE TRIAL OF RADICAL 
REFORM. 
This, is the proper definition of the case now pending at 
Warwick, in which the parties who took a conspicuous share in 
the Birmingham Meeting are only nominal Gefendants, It is 
true that they may be the personal sufferers, it a Jury base 
enough can be found to decide the honets advocacy of prin- 
ciples favorable to the freedom of the human race, is a crime. 
The war of the ministry is, however, against reform, much more 
than reformers. ‘Shey know they cannot intimidate the latter; 
but hope the former may be checked by these persecutions, and 
the abuses last their day. The hope is fallacious; but, iu spite 
oi all the discomfitures they meet with, they still persevere. All 
their victories, are, in fact defeats. “They never gaina bad or 
useless verdict, but the system looses much more by the 
exposure of its deformity, than it can gain by the punishment | 
of the individuals. Even that very punishment becomes an | 
argument againsi it, and every step taken in its suppert, isa | 
step conducting it further on the road to ruin. The verdict 


‘ against Sir F. Burdett ss one on which no sentence gan legally 
pass; but if the judges should decide it to be legal, and inear- | 
cerate the baronet, they will only raise up an additional host of 
opponents, Should Mr. Hunt be incarcerated upon the | 
bungling verdict obtained against him, after having so com- 
pletely disproved all the charges against him, his present 
friends would only be the more ardent in their affection; and | 


thousands who have been conviuced of his innocence by his 
defence, will denounce his punishment as an act of oppression 
and injustice, ‘The impraoument of Major Cartwrigit would 
complete the climax of the infamy of 4 system, which can only 
exist by the persecution of the wisest and the best of men. To 
reward his labours for near half a century to restore the con- 
stitution with a dungeou, would be to characterise the borough: 
mongers in their worst teatures; and in the last that remain to 
be developed of the atrocity of their criminal designs. All but 
the forms of the law lave perished in their hands, and they 
only preserve them for their own advantage, to disguise thei 
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operations, and to deeeive whom they seek to destroy. This 
advantage they shall no longer possess. ‘TE he defendants in 
the present case are determined not to be assassinated by those 
forms. They wili hold up the torch in the face of the Dravoes 
who persecute them; and shew, with the attrocity of the crime, 
the hideous purpose of criminals. This essential service will 
be rendered to the cause of freedom, that the movements 
avast it will be at least xumasked. ‘The principles of 
RADICAL Resor will grapple with their opponent. ‘Those 








who have slandered, shall be compelled to bear testimony, to 
their honesty and fitness. In the madness of disappoiniment, 
they may dash the mirror to pieccs, in which they see their 
folly and guilt exhibited; but they will never efface from their 
minds the recollection of their deformity: nor will the nation 
forget the faithful glimpse it will catch of the monster that 
destroys them. 

It was expected the trial would have come on, on Monday, 
but the Judge was ill. ‘Phis was a great disappointinent to the 
defendants, and the following letter was immediately forwarded 
to the Judge. 


te ne ae 


TO SIR W. D. BEST, JUSTICE OF THE COURT OF 
KING'S BENCH, 
My Lord, 
We, the undersigned, bey leave to express our sin- 
cere sorrow, On learnmng that indisposition prevents your Lord- 
| ship’s attendance this day in Court; auc our lope, that you 
| may be able, without prejudice to your health, to preside to- 
mlorrowe 
But, should your Lordship apprehend there is little probabi- 
lity of su early a recovery from your present indisposttion, we 
| request to be informed, if measures have been take for the trial 
| of the accusation against us, by another judge, at the present 
assizes. 
| | Independent, my lord, of the earnest desire we feel, that no 
time may be lost to us for vindicating our own honour, we beg 
| leave to state, that ourselves, and a considerable number of 
witnesses, are in attendance, at mucii expence, as well as much 
personal inconvenience ; on which account, we are very certain 
your Lordship will have the goodness to favour us with such an 
answer as your knowledge, or opinion, may he able to furnish. 
With much respect, we have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 
| GRORGE EDMONDS, LHOs. J. WOOLER, 
CHARLES MADSOCKS, W. J. LEWIs, 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 


The Judge required au hour to consider of his answer, and 





























At the expiration of au hour, sent word that his son 
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| 7 con should call 
on Major Caitwright in taf an hour. fhe dia so, and declared 


that his father woud be waeble to attend tie Court. either 
thet dav, or Puesdaves und ne answer was returned to the re. 
ssamings part of the letter, Phus, then, the matter stands, 
Che friends of froodom universally ¢ sire that the trial should 
prior ed. fio deiendants are equasly anxious that it should. 


Indeed, one of the eveatest fears GF Major Certwciebt is, tha 

x | uid ey eee | ; J that 1 : » | 

it should be postponed, ond that he sliould che before he hee 
had an oppertun Wy of retorting upon ibe boroughmongers the 
ealumir cs they | ie AY be heaned bap eas radical reform, 
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his bosses, ineurved tit 
our cause ; the sum of five Hounds ive shiliines has been col- 
tected, which ts here enclosed, which we have no doubt you 
will convey to Mr. Carble, and aise hope} vou will cuter him to 
Acknowledge the receipt * your Dwarf, 
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JOSEPH GRANT, Treasurer. 
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ewenr that thev hnew not the man.” To crave oniy the ap. 
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Hunt in canducting many great public meetings, held with 4 
view to arouse public feeling in the great cause of partia- 
mentary reform, he has evinced, in every situation in which he 
has been plac ed by the transactions at Manc hester, great 
courage, manly conduct, and unimpeachable prudence ; as well 
while “surrounded by the sabres of those who had sworn his 
destruction, as while in prison, under examination, and during 
the subsequent discussions in the Court of King’s Bench, 
Westminster. 

4th. That, during the late prolonged and harassing trials at 
York, the conduct. of Mr. Hunt drew from the “presiding 
Judge, such testimonies of approbation, as have seldom been 
conceded to defendants ; waile his acute cross-examinations, 
and his dexterous application of every point of law which: bore 
on his case, extorted the admiration of all who heard him, and 
particularly of those who had previously imbibed unfavourable 
prejudices from the misrepresentations of the press. 

5th. That, under all these circumstances, the people of the 
United Kingdom, owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Hunt, as the 
champion of their civil rights, which this meeting cheerfully 
acknowledges; but as Mr. Hunt has been involved in con- 
siderable expence, by his personal exertions, and by the legal 
proceedings of which he has been the object, this meeting 
feels it an incumbent duty, at least, to indemnify him against 
the sanie. 

Oth. That therefore this meeting recemmends a public sab- 
scription amongst the patriots of the United Kingdom, for the 
purpose of indem nifying Mr, Hunt agaist bis past expences, 
and also asa solid testimony of their sense of gratitude for his 
past services. 

jth. Tha tthe frieuds © f iberty cenerally are earnestly in- 
vited to Concur in prom. — the subscription amongst their con- 
nections, and to transmit the amount to thie Treasurer as early 
as possible, 

Sth. “Phat an open Comn ittee of Subscribers shall meet from 
time to time, for the perpen of pitying the same, in such a man- 
ner as may ‘“ ‘st aceord witli the ip depen deut fee hogs of Mr. 
Hunt, an d the natriatic Wisies of thé subseribers, 

Oth. That the: e Resoluiions be advertised in various Morne 

ing and Evening Papers, and transmitted to the Editors of Pa- 
triotic Newspapers throughe ul the empire, who are requested 


to aid in promoting the design »awwithin their respective districts ; 
and that the numes of subseribers be Insert: d every Saturd ly 
m the Statesman. 

10th. Phat Mr. West, ; 
Trea-arer for the purpose of receiving the subseriptions paid 
to the receivers, and thet thes: 


wire-worker, Strand, be appointed 


 PeTSOUS he Pes jh ested to act as 
receivers whe acted as receners tor the it Oa find, 
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VIRTUAL ACQUITTAL OF MR. HUNT AND BIS 
ASSOCIATES. 

This important trial bas terminated ; and though not as we could 
have wished for the reputation of the country, yet in a manner 
which must prevent theagents of power from being gratified with 
any further infliction of puoishment on these persecuted men. The 
verdict which should have been decisively “‘ Nor outtty,’’ ts 
eértually to that effect ; and since the opponents of reform are so 
very fond of virtuality, in political representation, we must insist 
upon its extension to judicial proceedings. We have some better 
reasons, however, for contending in favour of virtuality than they 
have :—for their virtual representation is no representation at all ; 
while our virtual acquittal, is an acquittal in fact, though not 
in words, 

If our readers will turn to the report of the trial, they will find 
that this isthe case. The Jury,in the first instance, returned a 
verdict with which the Judge did not know what to do. It was 
at variance with the indictment, and with itself. It was a pity 
the Jury were not sufiered to record it against themselves; for 
it would have been difficult to have ascertained upon what it was 
founded, or to what it referred. We are not quite sure whether 
an acute Attorney-General might not have founded ao indict- 
ment of hivhk treason upon it, and brougit forward the sapient 
Jurymen as evidences of the fact. This verdict was a spectal one 3 
and to prevent any doubt as to its meaning, was written downs 
But itis not aiways that even written documents will be found 
sufficiently clear. it was delivered by the Foreman, in the follow 
ing terms :— 

‘* Moorhouse, Jones, Wild, Swift, Saxton—not guilty. 

“Henry Huat, Joseph Johnson, John ‘Knight, Joseph Healey, 
and Samuel Bamford, guilty of assembling with unlawful banners, 
an unlawful assembly for the purpose of moving and ineifing the 
hiege subjeets of our sovereign lord the King into contempt and 
Thatred of the government and constitution of the realm, as by 
law estalhshed, and attending at the same !” 

It is, perhaps, alitthe hard to tind faull with the grammar of a 
eountry Jury, Perhaps, indeed, the Jurymen are not accounta- 
ble for its styic; as we should almost suspect, by the introduc. 
tion of the words, “ as by daw established,’ the new cant phrase 
of apology for borongh-imonger despotism, that seme Crown 
Jawyer had draws it up for their adoption; or that they had picked 
up the sentence froin one of tha ministerial speeches. The Judge 
must have been much surprised at such a verdict, which gave him 
no clue to its meaning. [ts evidené purport he could not take it 
being contrary to the evidence, and even going further than the 
charge against the accused. He therefore, between his wonder 
and his doubt, said—** Do you mean that they themselves ix- 
FENDED to excite ?’’ because the utmost charge was, that the 
meeting had a tendency to excite! The Foreman answered 
** yrs!” (lt was an awkward dilemma. Mr. Littledale, the bar- 
risier, endeavoured to get rid of it, by referring the verdict to 
some count of the indictment; thus waking the text explain the 
sermon, as the sermon could not explain the text. He said— 
** This vertlict uuust be taken on the suURTH ¢ unt.” Mind this ° 
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jt igessenuial. Tic Judge thought this, at first, a good mode of 
exiticalion, and answered——* Let it be so recorded.” But recollect. 
ing that the verdtct might not be applicabls to the fourth coung. 
and thus fall to the ground, he added, after directing the verdict ty 
be recorded —** You find, geutleaica, on such couats as the words 
of your verdict are applicable to. You do neé mean_to find that 
they created terror, or incited it, iv the minds of the liege subjects 
of the King. ‘* We do not ninch ke such a mode of endeavour. 
ing to find oot what a verdict means ; but perhaps a Judge 
ought to do so, when the Jury do not appear to know what 
they intend.” The foreman replied to this—** Sie meant, my 
Lord, to find on the rrasv count. oniciing a few words” This 
was making the matier worse. Mr. Littledale had said the ver- 
dict mus! be taken on the rourt ‘ount; and the Judge had 
said— Let it be so recorded!” when, lo! the Jury meant it 
should be found on the frsf count, omitting afew words! Here 
was a verdict of mof guilty, 7 givea. To find part of a count, 
was in fact, to find nothiag. The Jury meant to acquit of the last 
three niyh<searee and only to “ind ona part of the first—which was 
nol to tigd on the first count atall. The verdict of guilty was 
trembling ona single line of the finest spider's web. To make 
the Jury say any more in Court, would have only further per- 
plexed ihe matter; so the Ju: 3c who had directed the verdict 
to be recorded, ‘6 requesied they would retire, aud look oper the 
counts of the indie tment again, and ae to which count they meant 
to appiv their verdict!”. They had alreaay said it applied to « 
port only of the first couné. Bat they retired ** for a few 
minutes, and returned with a verdict of guilty, generally, on the 
fourth count, and noé euiity, cu the remaining counts!” Now 
we contend this is a virtual ac: vital. The Jury found an acquit: 

tal on the fhree dast counts—aid then on the three td How 
can acquiltal ¢ nd condemnation, ia the same breath, be disposed of 
by law?) How can the meaninz, and no meaning of the Jury be 
reconciled to the requisite decision ofa legal verdict? We have 
nothing todo with motives or intellects on this question. We 
want only elear, positive, and honest laws; which we conceive is 
not to be found in the mode ia which this verdict was ob- 
tained, 

A new trial will be moved for oa serez grounds, viz. : 

1. That the resolutions passed at the Smithiield meeting were. 
- evidence, and ought wot to have beea admitted as such. 

. That the factof the yeomanry having killed 14 persons, and 
Precis 618, was evidence, and ought to have been admitted. 

3. That the verdict is contrary to Jaw, 

4. That the verdict is contrary to the direction of the Judge. 

5. That the verdict is contrary to evidence. 

6. That one of the Jury was not a freeholder ; and, 

7. That the Jury consisted of magistrates procered and packed 
by the Master of the Crown-Office. 

All these grounds may be substantiated, if our information he 
correct ; and in addition, we would propose an eighth, ‘* that the 
Jury did not know what they meant, or what they intended, when 
they delivered their contradictory verdicts.’ A separate exanil: 

nation oF then, as witnesses, might demonstrate the fact. 
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© Wy Masters of Misrale! f have a crow to pluck with you.” 


Ocv Plays: 


O01. The wise Venetians have so sligut an opinion of the po- 
tics of their churchmen, that when any thing of considerable 
natuce occurs to be debated in the senate, before any sufirage 
passeti they cause proclamation to be made for all priests to 
depart, and the proper officer, with a loud and audible voice, 
pronounceth: these words.--- Out Priests ?’--Sir Thomas 
Pope Blount.  kssays on several subjects, 109 t. 

a, As the chief happiuess as well as dignity of rational 
creatures consists in having the liberty of thinking on what sub- 
jects they please, and of as freely communicating their thoughts, 
so all good yovernments that have allowed this freedom, were 
so far from sulfeving by it, that it wonderfully endeared them 
to their people. And no ministry can be hurt by the liberty 
of the press, since they have a number of dependents ready ow 
all occasions to write in justification of their conduct,—nay, 
to gil over the worst of their actions, and give a fair color to 
theic most pernicious designs; and at the same time so to mis- 
repiesent the true patriots of their country, that the people, 
‘their real friends being deprived of the hberty of publicly jus- 
tifying themseives,) maay mistake them for their enemies, and 
caress those that are truly so,— Dr. Tyndai. Reasons against 
restraining the press, 1704. 


65. But they contrary, that by the impaiziag and diminution 
oF the true faith, by the distresses and servitude of their coun- 
try, aspire fo hich diemiy, rule, and promotion here, after a 
shameful cud tu tits life, Geiéch God grant them,) shall be 
thrown down eternally into the darkest and deepest gulf of hell, 
where, under the despiteful controal, the trample, and spuri, 
of all the other dammed, (that in the anguish of theic torture 
shall have no other ease than to exercise a raving and bestial 
tyranny over them as their siaves and negroes) they shall re. 
maim in that plight for evcr, the basest, the lowermost, the 
most dejected, most underfoot, and down-trodden vassals of 


perdition.— John Milton on Reformation, 1641. 


- 


94. Private persons would not be unhappy, (though w'th 
jess possessions of land or moncy,) and civil life would not be 
60 obnoxious to law, contentious, fraud, perjury, and depres- 
‘oh, if inen would set some bounds to their desire of having. 
ommeonwealths, well fonnded. would he etexual, if they could 
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contain themselves within a reasonable extent of territory: ang 
princes w ould make the jrown, and the condition of their people 
much more happy, ii, instead of leading them out to florets 
conquests, they would endeavour to rule them with whe slesome 
laws, piety and j justice, ‘a how have these errors, public and 
private, taken their rise?) In all appearance it is from hence, 
that ever since the corruption of nature, (which Is very ancie mnt) 
we have given wreng names to things, and have alotted to vice 
the stamps and attribuies of virtue. We term avarice —— pru- 
dence and economy; we think none wise,—who abound 


not 
12 Wealth ; aud none acennat but whom fortune favors: We calf 


the false arts of statesmen, we the evil faith, perjury, and dis- 
simulation of princes,-- wisdom and deep policy; temerity we 
stile high courage ; ambition, we cail a nm oble thirst after wlory ; 

and they who vex, rob, and iieepasts the world,---we dignity 


with the names aes meas and heroes---dn &ssay on 
Oniversal Monarchy. Jiv. Charlis Davenant. 1698. 


° 
a 


nwo 


98. There is no power 7 


Mh Ques LO CONSECTRILE Persons of 
things, or to atter their nature ; vet the majority of imapkiuaed 
has always worshipped the idols of words and sounds ; and 4 
monosvilable has offer: done more than an army towards keeping 
it under awe and servitude. In Catholte ceuntries, the word 
pope OF priest, carnes with it more reverence than does the 
Oid or New ‘Vesiamnent, and more terror than an armed host: 


and in France lately, the words Crand Mon. oh or the glory 


of the Grand MMouareve, could keep a vast nation in misery 


aud wooden shoes, aud carry a handred hen of them at 

a time to the siaugliter. This blnid devetion to names, (so m- 
aaas will true liberty--whieh shews itself in judging, as 
well as im acting, ) 


es) 

has also prevailed in this free nation to 2 

shametul avd dangerous degice: for we know what terrible 
Jengths the words, (Yeeedh. Clergy, Divine Right, and the 
like undefined panes: suse, Have gone towards vuslaving us; and 
sshat 2 steady, ridiculous reverence ts sul pald fo them, even 
when they are evidently applied to the most impio' us and ty- 
sannical purposes.--- Thomas Gordon. independent Whig, 1729. 
OG. But if acts of parliament were after the se tasbion pen- 
ned, by such only as perfectly — Wiiat the common a was, 
before the making any act of parliament coucerning tit 
matter, as also how tar forth former statutes had veovided ec 
medy for former mischiets and defects discovered by experience; 


al > 
inen should verv few questions in law arise, and the learued 
Should not so often and 
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av, Mis Majesty's (Charles 2d’s) most gracious Speech te 
both houses of Parliament. 


My lords and gentlemen, IL told you at our last meeting, 
that the winter was the fittest time for business, and truly 1 
thought so, till my lord treasurer assured ine the spring was the 
best season for sallads and subsidies. I hope therefore that 
April will not prove so umnatur al a month, as not to allord some 
kind showers on my parched exchecquer, which gapes for want 
of them. Some of you, perhaps, will think it dangerous to 
make me too rich; but 1} do not fear it; TI promise you faith- 
fully, whatever you give me t will always want; and although 
FY) other things my word may be thought a slender authority, 
vet in this, you may rely on me I will never break it: JT can 
bear ny straits with mathe ACE ; Bit my lord treasurer protests 
to me, that the revenue, as it now stands, will not serve you and 
ine too. One of us must pinch tor it, if you do not help Ine, 
I must speak freely to you; Tam in bad circumstances, tor 
besides my harlots in service, my refo wxmede concubines le heavy 
upon me. Ihave a passable good estate, I confess, but, God's 
fish, I liave a great charge on ii. Hleve’s my lord treasurer 
ean tell, ihat ail el money design red for next summer’s guards 
must of necessity be apphed to the next years cradies and 
swadling clothes. What shall we do for : ships then? T only 
hint this to you, it being } vour business, not mine. —] know by 
experience } can live without ships; [ lived 10 years abroad 
without, and never had my health better rin my hi ife; but how 
you will fare without, T leave to yourselves to judge, hinting 
this only by the byc; 1 do not insist upon it. Another thing 
1 press more earnestly :—it seems a good part of my revenue 
will exnire in 2 or 3 years, except you will please to continue 
it.—I have to s: iy for it, pray, why did you give me so much, 
tinless vou res salve to give on as fast as I call for it?) The na- 


tion hates you already for giving so much, and I'll hate you too 
if you do not give me more: so that if you 


vou will not have a friend i - England. Then rr you will give 
me the revenue ’ desire, I shail be abi le to do those things for 
your religion aud liberty, that have been loug in my thoughts, 
but which | cannot effect wit rout a little more money fo carry 
me through. Vherctore ovk to it, and take notice, that if 
you do not make me rich enough to undo you, it shall he at 
sour doors. For my part { wash my bands on’t.—-But to rain 


vour good omaion, f must acquaint you what I have done to 


deserve itp out of ay re Ove al curs 


stick not te me, 


eserve it for your religton and property, . 
Pox Whe dirt, mV pt oclamation is a true pict ture of my mind. He 
tust cantot, asin a glass, see my zeal for the church of Eng. 

} > J ae 
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a. mr j 1 
thominable and unt 


aa Sime ye: haps may he startled, and 
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img, and that is sufficient, i think, But to convince men fur. 
ther, that 1 mean What Tsay, there are these arguments, 1g;. 
i tell you so, and you hnow IT never break my ord. Od. My 


lord treasurer says so, and he never told a lie in his life. 3d. 
My lord Laude rcale wil undertake it for me; and T should be 
loth by any act of mine he should forteit the credit he has 
with you. If you want more instances of my zeal, T have then: 
for you. For example, f have converted my natural sons _ 
popery ; I may say, (without vanity), it Was my own work, 
much the more peculiarly onne ‘than the hevetting el 
Vwould do one’s heart good ip hear how prettily George can 
read already in the Psalter. Mey are all fine children, God 
bless “em, and so “* me in their under rstandings ! But as | 
was saying, Lhave, (to please you,) given a pension to your 
BVorite, my lord Being not so much that I thought he 

wanted it, as that you would take it kindly. 1 have made 
Carwell dutchess of Portsmouth, and married her sister to the 
Parl of Pembroke. At my brother's request, [have sent my 
Lord Inchiquin into Barbary, to settle the protestant religion 
among the Moors, and an English interest at Tangier.—I lave 

nade Crew, Bishop of Durham: and (at the first w ord of my 
Lily Portsmouth,) Prideaux, Bishop of Chichester. I know 
not for my part, what factions men would have; bat this Tam 
sure of, my predecessors never did any thing lke this, to gain 
the good will of their subjects. So much tor your religion, — 
now for your properiy.  Sfy behaviour to the bankers is a 

public instance, and the proceedings between Mrs. Hyde and 
ites. Sutton, for private ones, are ‘such convine ing evidences, 
that it is needless to say more. T must now acquaint you, thni 
by my lord treasurer’s advice, T have made a considerable re- 
trenchment upon iny expences in candies and charcoal; and do 
wot intend to stop there, bat (with vour help) wall look into 
tie late embezzicinents of ny dripping pans and kitehen stuf; 
of which, by the way, on my conscience, neither my lord trea- 
surer nor my lord Laude rdale are quill yenel fell you my opi- 
sion; but if you should find them di ibbling | in that business, § 
tell you plainly, 1 leave them to you;---fer [ would have the 
world to know, — Lama man not to be cheated. ---My lords 
and gentlemen, I desire vou to believe me as you have found 
me; aid 1 do solemniv promise you, that whatsoever you give 
me shall be specially managed with the same condnet, trust, 
sincerity, and pradence, that I have ever practised since my 
happy restoration. *-- Andrew Mar vedl. 


Qecue 





—_ 


To have curtailed this article would have spoiled it, and { 
trust its keen wit will gain for it the rcader’s favor. If the speech 
rnakers of the prese nt ‘a: Lv would imitate the candour ot thi: ar 


a’ esprit, what A refre shins Yr ¢ 1! aie t from rhe if W ore il saphistry sid 
mvelifieation | 
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Brg i _ RAS USON THE CASE OF THE KING: 
ALIAS T HE BOROUGH MONGERS, VERSUS CART- 
WRIGH Fr, WOOLER, EDMONDS, MADDOCKS, AND 
LEWIS. 

Addressed to the Jury, by vr, Jeremy Bentham, 


Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn. 


A prosectition, more palpably groundless than this, upon the 
very face of It, mav be seen to be, surely was Never instituted, 

fie part of it, is any speetic and determinate crimiual act 
sorseh as charged, 

Phis ts ine main Ching to beshewn: and, for the purpose of 
the individual prosecation la question, this would be abundantly 
sufiicie nt. 

But, wordod as itis, evea if there were ever so Many spe- 
etlic and - cminate cilainal acts, not only alleged but prov- 
ed, stil, without an incontestable violation af the Juryinan’s 
oath, no Verdict of at baby eontd be pronas idee. i it yey) it. i the 
proof Vat witi be seea of this wre snail: the wse sooks mucit 
further; even the proof woul id be found perhaps to apply to 
every indictment that, for centuries pasi, bas ever been preder- 


ed: the use will be seen to apply to every one that will be pre- 
fered, wniess kept! clear fro 


cle sin the foul 3} nots which wil} here be 
browsit Oo View, 


1. Fo Pegi with those growids of acquittal, which apply 
more particatar rly fo this ia fividual indictment. Net Dut that 
those of them, which ave of most extensive importance, Would 
be fowrito dave a net less proper and pointed application to 
another, which ts said to be 


J 


set down for tiial oa the same Ccir- 
cull; namety, that of the King agaiast Sir Charles Wolseley 
Barovet, aad Joseph Harrison, set down to be tried at Chester 
Assizes, commenciuy on the fourth of April in the sine 
year 1520. 
1. First, then, as to those grounds of acquitial, which apply, 
i a particular Manner, to this one individual prosecution, a> 
characterized by the 2il! of idictneni, on which tue above te- 
— are about to be tried. | 

Ta this i penarsigs i observe no fewer than nine distinet 
Counts. Ail that is material, E ebserve to be compreliended in 
the first of then 

‘be enormous quantity of surplusage, of which the maiter 
of the ethers is composed —urplusage, ¢: onsisting of repetitions 
and distnetions, without iherenee, may serve to indicate the 
character of the prosecution, but, unless in the w uy above al- 


Juded to, and which will be haniiualion particularize d, adds uo- 


thing vw to the Gemand f fer aC uettaal ; aul 1 with this remark, may 
according! le ebisy ‘| 


s HDT) Cita, 
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If, throughout the whole field of thought and action, there 
be any such things ag innoxious and irreproachable acts, surely 
those which are here charged as criminal, will, upon the very 
face of the charge, be seen to be of that number. 

To begin with the act which forms the characteristic article 
im the cluster of imputed crimes. 

It consists in the appomtment of an agent, who, under the 
denomination of Legistatorial Attorney, shall, it is inteaded, 
claim---claim by letter to the Speaker, admission into the 
House of Comnions, in the character of member for the town of 
Birmingham. 

Well---and inthis, what is there that is crimimal ? On receipt 
of this letter, the Speaker either gives the admission demanded, 
or he does not. 

If yes, here, at any rate, ig no erime ; unless, the Speaker is an 
accomplice ia it. 

Iino, what is the consequence? The legislatorial Attorney 
takes his departure, and there the business ends. 

Was it to force his way m, that he was to be sent? To 
force himself in, or to be forced in by others? ‘This is not so 
much as insinuated. 

What claim, at the hands of Law or Government, was ever 
made, that might not, with as fair a colour of justice, have been 
charged upon a man a3 a crime? 

As to the thing claimed--- 

Ciaim of a seat in the House, as preferred by Petition in any 
the most ordivary modes ? 

Claim of a pew in a Church? 

Claim of a seat in Government, or other public office ? 

Claim of an apartment in a private house ? 

As to the mode of claiming it--- 

In the case of the seat, mo‘ion for Quo Warrant Information 
to try the right of certain descriptions of Electors, or action at 
law, aiming, more or less directly, at that same object. 

In the other cases, actionof Ejectment, action of Trespass, or 
other action or suit of the most ordinary complexion, as the case 
may be. 

So much as to the end in view, and the last in the list of the 
means, by which the accomplishment of that end is alleged to 
have been aimed at. 

Equally clear it will be that, upon the face of the charge, 
there was nothing at all criminal in any part of the anteriay 
means, employed in relation to that same end, 

Here, however, if nothing criminal is charged, something of a, 
criminal complexion seems to be insinuated. A large number Is 
assigned as the number of the persons, who, ow the occasion 1m 
question, for the purpose in question, were assembled.---A large 
number ; and, from the mere magaitude of the number, the eft 
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minality of intention is requircd to be inferred. That number ts 
twenty thousand, or more. 

Twenty thousand? Well, and if twice twenty thousand, what 
then? Not as vet was that law in existence under which the 
nuniber of persons standing in the presence of each other, with- 
out any evi act, or perceptible evil intention, has been made to 
constitute an offence. 

Tweaty thousand? Well—end suppose it had been twe hun- 
dred thousand. Of the multitudinousness of it, what would 
have been the effect? No mischief, in any assignable shape, 
having eusued, the greater the multitude the clearer and 
stronger the proof of the innexiousness of every thing that was 
intended to be done? Why?) Because the greater the multi- 
tude prepared to co-operate ti a scheme of mischief, the greater 
the facility for the accomplishment of it. Phese were the 
nieans: no power of resistance any where. These were the 
wresistible means of mischief, and no mischief done or at- 
tempted: towards any such attempt, not any the least prepara- 
tion made. Instead of proot of mischievous Intention, here 
surely is as compleat proof of the absence of all mischievous 
intention as it is possible to conceive. 

Well, but something more is charged as having been in- 
tended, and something more is charged as having actually been 
done. 

The other things charged as intended— as being the things, 
for the doing of winch, the meeting was brought about, and 
iook place, are—the procuring the adoption of the assembly for 
certain writicn discourses, alledged copies of which are ac- 
cordingly set forth. 

The things charged as done are—the giving the desired adop- 
tion to those same written discourses, and the delivery of cer- 
fain spoken speeches, having, for their object, the obtaining of 
that adoption. 

As to the writien or printed discourses,—of the accuraey of 
ihe alledyed copies, the defendauts surely, supposing them even 
to have just greund, could scarcely, a5 It should seem, find any 
motive for starting a doubt. da any one of them, if there be 
any thing criminal, then of every newspaper that has been pub- 
lished for the last half century, (to go no further) the publica- 
tion has been a crime. On this supposition, unless it be in the 
Way of undiscriminating praise, nothing that in that time has 
been published on the subject of the constitution, or any part 
of it, can have been published without a crime. 

Remain, the speeches alledged to have been spoken,—spoken 
without having, on the part of the speakers, been committed 
to ye and of which, accordingty, no alledged copies are 
Set fortii, 


These, of course—for what could be easier than to say so? 
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‘ y*s oe 1 > t syne i 
were °° seustous, HiaCiONs , hihamunritorys 


’ rome 7 7 
thine fasal Was wal. 


e itj a VV vid Cvery 


Veil: this iswhatissuctoftiem. But the aliedce l speeches 
themselves, of which ail this is said, what were ay? Ob this 
Iswhat the defendants were ot to be permitted to Kon ve Phe 


4 


micht have Cuesie ned the evidence : they might: mati opposed 
it by counter evidence: they might brave questioned the infe- 
rences: ilies Walaht have opposed {en ivy arvaments, Ae. 
cordiaghy, of these the t LENOY Is Lh sey HUD Us + olessed iO be 
given; nothing but waat is catled the * suasfauee.” 


Re ge a . > wee rs ecae 7 5 ; j ‘ . 
As to this viledued subsianee, if so Mapes Uae a lave 


$ 
. ' . . oe ' 4 : 
not as vet obtamed infurmaizon wiht at was. Put what 
matters its: 
1 Z eB} ; oa - ; i .. ee bees a 
For words alledced to have been spoken to the PrCEFUGICE Of 


an individual, no aetion can be mai: tained, unless the very 


wonls of 1 are set forth : ne action, of which the worst result 
to the Gelendant Is mere pecudiniy joss. fn the present case, 
tu pecumary loss to any amount miay be added buprisonment 
to any amount, 

As to there esate writtes aud spoken fogetlior, suppose, 
for arguinent sake, there Gad been any thiug erheival in them, 
Mf justice as Well ds Veuzcauce had been the chject, they would 
(would they not’) nave been m ade the only matter of the in- 
dictment. “Vo add to them those other wets aud designs, 
Wien are su pally clear of all criminality, whoa beter object 
cau it bia fhe than that of causiey tawfal actions to be con- 
founded with vnlivul ones, confousded in the minds of the 
sury, conrounced in the sente: 


, s F ‘ } ‘ 2 
ce of tlie judge? 
V ell then—in no one of al th 


ie ucts here charged—iil iso one 
of thei, supposing them all prove i—is any thoy either crim 
nal, or 50 moiety asi aiuy Way Luproper, to be found. Gn 
What, tien, can trave rested uy hopes that miey huve been cn- 


_ 


hove fof seeme the accusztion tonowed by cuaviction £ On 
nothing but c¢ tain other jwipatations Of seppesed fiten ton: 
Muputatious, Wi regard to vs hich jet it be jidacd whether they 
can tiave hed their origin in aay Oiber source tha the passions 
by winch the prosecution was preduced, 

Now ae, as to these ullerior alledced orwinal intentions, 

vhat are they! 

“tosis, vea and conspiracy, tu produce certain unde- 
sirable effects, of a ea: desemplion, at inciefinitely dis- 
tant periods. As to the conspiracy, this will be considered 
by and by. 

As to the undesirable efects, they are— 


¥ Discontent aut Qiocfeetion in te aiands of the hege sub- 


yee {s, aack si fos tha. 


y 
4 


Fiatred and contemot of oi sovernmen t and constitution ef 
this iS realm as by hie e stabli she 
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As to the contempt, let it siflice to observe, that, from per- 
sons in the cue situation, towards persons in the other, the 
existence of any such sentiment oof being possible in @ay in- 
stance, could nof fe possible in dhaf instance: hatred in any 
quantity: ves: but towards any maa, on whose will he sees 
his fate dep. ident, no man, who was in his semses, ever en- 
rertaimed any stich se ntinent as contempt. Conteuipt on ac- 
count of tlds or that partic war feature la the other's chat racter, 

> buat this is nothing te the purpose. By no such 2 articular 
G3 teen so lone as fear remaiiis, can contempt, to any prac- 
tical purpose, be con-tituted. 

Peidinand the embreiderer was contemned. Yes: but Fer- 
Hnand the torturer was he the least feared ? 

Remain, discontent, disaffection, end hatred. But these, 
what are thes but shar'es of one and the same sentiment, (call 
what vou will) emotion, passion, allection, or state of wnind? 

Gua charge of this sort, SUpPPese a verdict of Guilty to he 
pronounced, and aa aiifora series of sich verdicts, for such a 
caiise, asceted ,—consties whet would be the Sonne 
What is cailed the “berty of the press would thenceforward 
be nof merely u eless, but much worse than useless. Supposing 
misrule to have place, newsoabers, instead of being a check 
upon it, would be exclusively an ins ftrument of it, and a Sup 
port to it. Liberty of exposing '? No: hberty o f justitying 
it and Praaisit Ted i? Oh yes futh dade rly, an dl gai wa into the 
bargain, Such, if the system here pursed be “constantly acted 
— suc ht, rt will be see PLL, itl {rt ihe iierty of the press. 

At this time, behold already the system of Hbel law brought 
outin all its periection. First came this and the other indict- 
pients : then, as if in acknowledgment of their insufficiency and 
untivabiity, came the Statutes in which the same principle is 


adopted, is ap plied to practice, and is made to receive the 
suieetnas of the legislature: the levisloture—including that 
house, by which Hs OWN ac show ledge d corruptic 15 are thus de- 


bender q against all possibi ity of remed y. 


‘The princip'e is—abat, in so far as the conduct of the men in: 
power, Whoever they are, isin question, er the state info which, 
by their conduct, the wud of action, iu ail its several parts, has 
been brought,--.no0 discussion shall have —— either in spoken 


speech, or in writing---neither evid ence, HOY arguinent, shall be 


employed-—-on any ‘other than one side, and that site theirs: in 
a word it may be styled ihe prineiple of aes potisin, as applied 
to political diseours *€. 

Tals of liberty indeed! So faras depends upon the definition 
of a libel, whether made under that sort of faw which is made 
by Parlia; nent, or that sort of law which, en pretence of being 
dec dared, is made by Judves,---the i berty of praise always ex- 
ecpted, see and iudee whether, in speakiniy of tke conduct of 
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government, or of “the members of government,” there be any 
more liberty in England (not to speak of Scotland) than in 
Morocco. 

Look first to the sort of Jaw the judges make. Look to the 

eat manufactory of the political branch of penal law---the 
Fine’s Bench. 

Jo go no further back thanthe middle of the late reign,---for 
this will be quite suificient-- 

Look to the year 1792. See what Lord Kenyon says,* ‘ 
“think this paper” (in tlhe Morning Chronicle) “ was published, 
“with a wicked, malicious intent, te vilify the government, and 
“ to make the people discontented with the constitution under 
“which they live. That is the matter eliarged in the informa- 
“tion: that it was done with a view to vilify the constitution, 
“the laws, and the government of this country, and to infuse 
“into the minds of his Majesty’s subjects a belief that they were 
“oppressed; and, on this ground, | consider it as a gross and 
“ seditious libel.” 

Look onwards now to 1804. See what Lord Ellenborough 
sayst---“ If in so doing, (exhibiting the folly or imbecility of the 
‘“members of the government,) individual feelings are violated, 
“ there the line of interdiction begins. and the offence becomes 
‘the subject of penal visitation.” “If individual feelings are 
“violated”---i, e. In plain English, if, on the part of any one of 
the persons so situated, any uneasiness is in this way produced, 
as often as any written discourse, productive of this effect, is 
published, every person, mstrumental in the publication, is to 
be punished for it. Now, if there be any sort of proof by which 
more than by amy other, a man’s having experienced uneasiness, 
from the canse in question, is effectnaily demonstrated and put 
out of doubt, it is surely the fact ef his having imposed upon 
himself the expense, and trouble, and odium, of prosecuting for 
it. Admit but this, the consequence is as satisfaetory as it Is 
simple. It is---that, in every case of libel, “on the members of 
the government,” the very act of prosecution is conclusive ev!- 
dence of the guiltiness of the party prosecuted, and a verdict of 
guilty ought to follow, cf course. 

Look back for a moment at Lord Kenyon. Speak buta 
word in any such “ view as thet of infusing into the minds of his 
“Majesty’s subjects any such belief as that they are oppressed,” 
the writing in which you say this is “a gross hbel,” and your 
punishment,---or, as the piety of Lord ENenborough phrases it, 








- — ee ee 8 oe ee ——— 





* King against Perry and Lambert, Sih December, 1792. Erskine’s 
speeches, i. 371. 

+ Holt’s Libel Law, 2nd Edition, page 115. from BK. T. K. B: 
1804: and 7 Kast. Rep. The Kiag ve Juhiuson 
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vour “visitatsoy’’ 1s, of course, proportionable. Now suppose, 
for argument sake, that, in any one instance, it has happened 
to these fortunate subjects, or any one them, to have actually 
been oppressed: is he to presume to take any such liberty as 
that of saying so? No: not if Lord Kenyon, or Lord Ellen- 
borough, or (one may almost venture to say,) Lord any body 
else in that place, with their penal visitations, can stop his 
mouth. 

A constitution—a Government—a set of laws under which, 
if all men were oppressed to the uttermost, no man could with- 
out being punishable, dare to say that any men are oppressed 
—punishable in a way which, to nine tenths, or nineteen twen- 
tieths, would be utter ruin,—such, in this country, are the 
Constitution the Government, the whole fabric of the laws, ac- 
cording to the view so repeatedly and uniformly taken and 
given of them in the King’s Bench. 

The more closely the nature and consequences of this doc- 
trine are looked into, the more clear will be our conception of 
the influence it cannot but have on the character of the Consti- 
tution on the goodness of the Government, on the condition of 
the people. ‘he more grinding the oppression exercised, and 
the more flagitious the conduct of those who exercise it, the 
more flagitious must, according to this doctrine, be the crime, 
and the more excruciating the intended punishment, of those 
who presume to bring to view ail or any of these things as the 
are: the more corrupt and tyrannical the state of the govern- 
ment—of the law—constitutional branch and other branches 
taken together—tlie more flagitious and unpardonable must be 
the crime of representing it to be what it ts? 

tow should this be otherwise? In so far as he has any re- 
gard for the public interest, his own share in it included—the 
more highly detrimental to that interest any measure of govern- 
ment, any arrangement of law, any misconduct on the part of 
the “* Members of the Government,” or any one of these is,— 
the more intense the displeasure, which, by the view of the 
imperfection in question, will have been kindled in the mind of 
that man. But, the more highly detrimental it is in his own 
conception, the more pernicious, in se far as depends upon him 
and his report of it, will it be, in the conception of all such 
other persons, to whom the conception he Las formed in rela- 
tion to it spall have come to be known. To use the words of 
the indictment, the more intense “ the discontent, the disaffec- 
tion, the Aatred,” produced by the oppression, in the breast of 
any man who speaks of it, the more anxious and industrious 
will he naturally be to conmunicate the like affections to others, 
and the greater the number of those to whom, im so far as he 


succeeds, he will have communicated it, But the more intense 


and extensive the displeasure thus seen to be excited, as towards 
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them, the greater, of course the injury done to the ber 1g8 in 
question-—to the beings of bota sorts spokea of* to the idea? 
beings above mentioned; and to the real beings, those  Mem- 
bers. at Sovernment,” whose ‘Cindividual feelin, js” be theis 
eouduct what it may, sre thus to be kept from violation” 4: 

any price: 25 to the constitution, with its et-ceteras, the mor 
fyranuical a nd corrart it iS, the mare justly and severely “& 
able” will be the crime of hin who has dared to speak of it as 
being what if is; as to the oppressor whom it bas bred, anid 
who ia his turn upholds ti, the more flag ticus the oprressiny 
he exercises hag been, We more flagitious aud severe iy Visitable 
is the oppressed individual, who has dered to speak of him as 
bi ing What Ze ts. 

Not to speak of any other indictment—te nrofess to give of. 
fect to the sivicncieen acted apen by tits tnd ict sent, aud by the 
statutes by which tt has been followed—to proiess s thits, =< AY 
the same ti ie, to profess oss allow to co we prentats fre ed any writ 
whatsoever, Who presuines, Many wav, to question the pro. 
priety either of any ae of the rule of action. real or Inieel- 
nary—Statute Law or Common Law—-or of the conduct of any 
one of the “ Slecitbeie of the Crovernment,” is surely a conira- 
diction la terms. Say what you will, Wat ‘9 lo any such effect, 
what vou say either has no tendency = all, or it has that same 
forbidden and punishable tendeneys ins: 


+6 


Visit. 


VS 


ee A 


' aving tt, either sou have 
no view at all, or you have thet same forbidden me pulshable 
view. 

Discontent, disaxfection, panes tiene objeets-—the affections 


indicated by these words,-~-who does uot see, ape these are but 
so many degrees in the seale of disapyrobaiion or displeasure. 
But, in ‘the words disopprobation and displeasure, we lave ihe 
names of an affection or — the tigi of which rise, 
one above ancther, in a seale, the low 


aa 


S ‘st point of wiich is at 
apathy, and the highest " madness: a of po one of these de- 
grees is It possible for words fo convey any such description a3 
can enable a man to sc the place - it eceupies on the 
scale. On this occasion or on that vthereccasian---in a werd on 
any occasion— what is the degree 2 man may be allowed to fee)? 

what is the decree a’ man may he allowed to endeavour to 
peat woe By the same obiect by which one degree of 
disapprebation i is produced in the Lreest of one man, another 
degree will be produced in the breast of ancther: in the seme 
breast it will at one moment be at one degiee, ai another mo- 
ment at another, ‘ 

Will men allow of no written expression of disap probation 
or displeasure, Whatsoever? then, without self contradiction 
ii terms, th vy cannot allow of complaint, Not to sp reals Gt 
remonstrances, away go all petitions for redress. aes would 
be an improvement! Tow commiodiousiv, by this meas. 

















THE BLACK DWARF. 467 


would the business of government be simplified! Yes ; could 
rt but be accomplished ; ; but, as yet, that may be too much to 
jook for. Wili they then allow of any such expression? Let 
diem (hen make known what the degrees _— which they will 
ailow, and what these are which t toy will net alow. [et them 


' ; n eye proce a 
make known what, on each aaah are tie GE 2rEeSs which 
iney will allow to be felé, what the degrees which they will al- 


low to be expressed, what th e degrees which they wi rm allow 
io be endeavoured to pe “ eariled,” aud © stirred up.” Of 
these several degrees, lei them give suet descriptions as shall 
render it possible, at least, fora man to know what degree he 
may, on each ecession, give expression to, without being 
Srisifed,” and what he may not give expression to, without 
Deng “visited.” hes ony ina word, construct, and, along 
With the statutes at la: rge, expose to sale, an appropriate pathe- 
Agical thermometer; aninstrument, by which shall be indicated 
the degrees of mental caloric allowed to have place, as being 
favourable to the heaith of the bod politic, as, inan ordinary 
thermometer, ina line with the werd lemperate, the decree of 
physical caloric regarded as most favourable to the health of 
the bedy natnrad is incieated. This done then, and not be- 
fore, will be the time tor “ resiting,” with justice and with 
eflect, discourses tending vo the production of the unde 
sirable sentiments, afections, and states of things indicated 
by the words discontsnt, disaffection, halred, aud whiatso- 
ever otlier similar ones may be ia store. ‘This not done, they 
not ~— leave exposed to undue punishment, the restless men 
who starlexposed to thetemptation of thus offending, but what 
35 SO welt worse, they leave their own high pleasure « continual- 
ly unfilled, and their own “ iadivédual? and precious “ feel- 
ings” as continually violated. 

‘Oh, but (says somebody) when Lord Kenyon spoke of the 
published intent of vitifying the Government,’ and so forth, 
and thereby of producing discontent” asa thine not to be 
endured, what bis lea: ned f Lordsui ‘ip meant was—inot the pre- 
senting jucls to view—facts whatever were their tendency—but 
comments—comments pouring down, i scurrilous and offer- 
sive ter nis, re jenna OQ Upon the persons, ideal or real, and thus 
‘violating the FRELI NGS” of the real ones, So it was with 


Lord Kenvon: wal therefore so it was with Lord E teahinsneni 
for these two were one, 


Alas, Sir! 


ut fa: fs were not the lo *S§ so: 


comments were indeed in their Lordships’ view, 
facts were what thev had in view 
the suppression of, and that with still greater anxiety than any 

how reprooclfal soever, that could be made on any 
sic tacts. On prosecution fora libel, whether by indictment or 
el be a politic al on e, if the persons struck 
nex,” ts not the truth of the 


roiments, 


mformation, if the [i 
iL are “ Members of tie Govern 
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imputation, according to all manuficturers of King's Bench law, 
no justific ation nor so muchas extenuation? According to some 
of them, even an a wveravation of the crime? 

Now then, if we come to © individual feelings” and the things 
that violate them, by what is it that they are ‘like ly to be most 
sensibly violated? Is it by mere words of empty penne 
words, ‘by which nothing else is proved, but thea auger which the 
utterer fee ‘Is, or would be thought to feel, as towards the object 
against which they are uttered; and irom which any bad efte ct 
that is produced upon reputation Is no tess apt iv attach wpon 
the reputation of the party re eviling, than upon iltat of the warty 


reviled? [sit by such empts sounds, ¢ of isit by words t by y whick 
determinate facts are beousht to hight {aniseed iS by which, in 


is 


proportion to their enormity, the reputation of the m ist oer ris 
soiled and de epressed. 

Which would give you most uneasiness (an swer me whoever 
ye are) to be called a thief, or to be proved to be one? 

Now a, il were a Juror, under any such indictment, 
would I, for any thing that aman bad been proved to have 
said, either inspeech or in writing, aie ay of those evalt- 
ed persouages, ideal er real, on atry such ground as that of as 
alledged tendeicy to produce Ciscantent, disaffection, or 

atred, would I join in a verdict of guilty? Not Lindeed. 

With pride, with selish terror, with maliguity, on benches 
or in Houses, suppose the © Members of the Government,” 


ry Tene ist 
suppose them mad, would it be for 1 nie to infeet mvseli with 


their madness, and concur in giving efieet to it? Ah no: rather 
would [ do what desended upol ruc towards staving the plague 
instead of spreading it. iflatred, : it not a contagions passion! 
from the harbourer and procluumier, is it not apt to pass to ihe 
object of hate ? 

Nay, but (says somebedy) you 
you saw what Lord Cief fustice Lord Ker nven said, you ade 
have seen what Afr. Attomey General sa ud. “Lhe right of 
every man to represent wilat he may conceive to be an alpuse of 
grievance in the Government of the cou: try can never be ques- 
tioned.” 

Alas, Sir, (is may satisfy you, whoever you are, but it can- 
hot satisiy me. 

In the first place, it is only an Attorney-General that says 
this, But an ores General may say what he pleases, anid 
nothing comes of it. He nay say what he pieases, nobedy is 
bound by it: not even he acer In this or any other way, 
he may be as liberal as lie pivases, and all without expense. 

But, in bringing to view this essence of liberatity, one drop 
there is which you have omitted, ‘This drop is a parenthe sis! 
and, by this parenthesi sh, ihe effect of the includ ling clause is fe- 
duced to-letany body say what, Dt hits intention In so (ce 
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Gana bh Qa } 


be honest, (says the qualifying cause) if lis tatentionin se 
« doing be honest aud the statement made upon fairand oper 
‘ wrounds.” 

Thus far Mr. Attorney General. Unfortunately his (the De- 
endant’s intention never is honest: the special pleader or other 
draughtsinan takes care it never shali be; he makes it “ sed: 
tious, malicious,” apd every thing thatis bad; and this is mat- 
ter of furm: these are words of course, and, though they were 
never truce, would of course be taken to be tree, 

Then as to the fuvr and epea yrounds? What are the 
erounds open to him? Notany inatiers of fact. fo precuce 
any thine of this sort would be to att 


tog tempt {9 prov >the truth 
of the libel: which (as hath been seer) 


, iS iit ve @ § tG ve endured, 


Oh, but what is this vou would have us do! Would yeu 
have us destroy the Government? Would vou leave the Go- 
vernment of tie country without protection? Its reputation, 
perfectly dependant,—swould vou 
leave that most vaiuahie of Hs treasures without protect lon? 
Would you have itin the power of every niisereant te destroy 
it? In such a state of hetptesoness is it in the nature of things 
that government should any where subsist ! 

Subsist ?° Qi: yes, every where; aud be all the better for it. 
Look to the United States. ‘Phere you see Government: do 
vou not? Weil: there you see Cove: nen f, and no evar law 
is there: thie eXiste: ie OL thre SU} Paw ci dei GoeIene ‘ Sou She sce ; 
and where ibe: law isthe article, you will see t 


rticle, isve bow auch ante 
deficiency 1s than sepyery. 


a 


upon which its pewer is so 


Ww 


QT? L 4 J - + aie ’ = 
We COMC HOW COTS Wor CONS Bt €. This Waid, it will be 


seen, lias Deed Larewn ta as a nike weight. Separate 'y Or 
jonatly, lis two ucc hapunlinents, Ct mone and _ Jederate, 
would not have sufliced. “Po combine and to confederate is no 
wore than, ia the languege of the cliancery branch of lawyers 


A eo 


trash, each defendant d: 


biayy es with every other, ifthe draughts- 
man, DY WiaM itis penued, by authority of the Lord C bancel- 
lor, who calls this 7 ( (rik, is to be believed. As io that which 
they (tue present desu himts) combiaed aad confedarct:d todo 
~~whether any the sliciiest shade ef guiltiness, legal or moral, 
he to be foun in di, bas already becn seem. But some other 
werd was to be introdaced at avy rater seme word, by « ri 


e , . . 
bay : . } 5 ‘ 7 : } 
? ‘ - , v.* . . . =. -eyel eat " ‘ ° 
Inthe Case aS Wb unv other, a colour of ginll might be laid on i 
: ; 


cround of inne cence, She word CONSE was looked ont ay 1 
a dda) Vey I r a ; ac 
added yor tue pur lose. Yet, even with the ge of this word, 
ae |) ; . 

HOW Ws the Case of the Nrosec wtion mended ? 1 11.0 laneus Age 


Of poetry, Go whon- cau it be unknown?) “i: manner of de- 
hehtful r iSOiLS > is We -}] 5 things, are ec tye tc ily CO? wer ng to 


produce the Rios dehehtfuletects ; in the k yrvage of poetry, 


ves, und of ora iichital, nay even of ordinary prose. ‘Thus far, 
then, no gteat progres: 


* 


js made by the addition. But fa con: 
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spire (the verb) has, for oue of its kindred, (its conjugates a- 
. ike . ‘ 9 : ° , 
the logicians phrase is) corsmzracy, the substantive : conspiracy 
yes: and conspirator tobcot. But the sort of combinations 
se ae ' ‘ ° V9 
towhich the word conspfraey has been wont to be applied 
nhi: 


have very commoniy been nibchievous ones; extensively, 4; 
well as intensely mischievous Gnes: conspirators (the actars 
in these combjnatious) mischievous, and therefore so far, Lot 
ony actually, but pusily, odious mien. | 

As to tine word COASPLLLY, Rito tae body of tha lodictment 
itself, the learnlug of the learned sertbe has not suggested, or at 
any rate hus not produced, the liscrtion ofit. But, ina erimi- 
nal calender—at any rate ina court newspaper, or ina placard 
—-it was cupable of being made—in fact it bas been made—-to 
serve, At this moment, “ Triaf of [hint and otiers for a 
conspiracy,” is to be seen in placards. And the men of Cato 
Streeé--thelr name, is it not everywhere, the Couspirators 2 

Now, of all this abuse of words, what was tie object? The 
same as in the instance of those other words of reproach, which 
have atready been brought to view: the words “ malicious, 
seditious and ill disposed,” by exciting and inflaming the 
passions---ihe angry passiens---in tie breasts of jurymen, to 
lead astray their judgment, and cause them to say, and fancy 
they see, guiltiness, where nothing ts really to be seen but the 
purest Innocence, 

In this endeavour, such as it was, no wonder if it was among 
the expectations of the lawyers for tle prosecution, to find 
themselves seconded and supported by judges. 

In the manufecturing of that spurtous article, which they 
have, tos0 unbounded an extent, succeeded in paling upon 
the peopie under the name of /aw---even common /aw---among 
the instruments, which the Westminster Hall qudges, with the 
Law-Booli-Makers, theic confederates, have, for so many ages 
been emploving,--have been an assertmer tof words and phrases 
to which, aiter taking them out of the body of the language 
nalive or foreign, they have, en each occasion, though on every 
occasion without explanation or warning, attached whatsoever 
meaning presented itselfas being bestsuited to the professional 
aad oimcial purpose. Great would be the mstruchon, not small 
one day perhaps the use, would any intelligent and benevolent 
hand bring together and lay before the public, which apt 
comments, the compleat assortment cf them, Meantime, in 
addition to the present word conspiracy, take for a sample the 
word dibe/, to which may be added contra Lonos mores, blas- 
phemy and malice. The more extensive and indeterminate the 
Lmport atiacked to the word inthe state in which they ‘ound it 
the better it was found to be for that same purposes: for, the 
more indeterminate its import, the less the risk they ran of 
secing, on the part of juries, discernment aud firmness sufficient 
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ty detest and frustrate any such misapplicatien as the purpose 
required should be made of it. 


Now, in regard to the word conspiracy. 

Fr mn a slight sketch of the ams story of the jaw on this subject, 
no sinal instruction may be derived. Along with the perfect 
croundlessness of the accusation, i this, not to speak of so 
many Oller indictments preferred) in pursuance of the same 
system, may be seen, as a ‘coroll: Irv, a specimen of the manner 
ia which the business of legislation has, at all times, and to so 
vast an extem, been carried on, and the formalities of Parha- 
mentary procedure thus far save ‘d, by a few nominees of the 
Crown acting in the character of “tudues. 

{nits orivinal Phusical sense, Lo ¢ conspire (a word of Jatin 
olivin) meant fo breathe together. In the original pyschologi- 
fal seuse, it meant to co- operate, more particularly in the way 


of discourse, tow ards any pul “pos ie wW halsover, good, bad, or 
indy {he erent: the $@ were its original senses, 


brat s 


But, from, er elong with, the verb fo conspire, came the sub- 
stundive conspiracy: and, from the earliest times, though the 
sense of the eerd stl cont uues to be unrestricted by any lim 
tation on elther side, the substantire, for any thing that ap- 
pears, las never been employed in any other tha n that nar- 

ower sense Which is termed a bad sense: in this Lad sense it 
means co-cperating more particularly in the way of discourse, 
fo a supposed Mischievous, or on any other account forbidden, 
or disap proved of, purpose, 

Por the Gesignation of a particular act, or mode of conduct, 
for the purpose of its being dealt with as a crime---the earliest 
UISe En de of this word, may be seen plainly enough in the law 
books, The species of act is that which may be termed 
Jurtdicad vexation: the applying to the purpose of mjustice 
those powers, which, iu profession at least, are never given with 
Bins other lutent than that they should be employed in the 
furtherance of justice. 

Now mind. tie misap plication, the confusion, and the un- 
bounded power exercised under favour of it. In regard to any 
act that bas been dealt) with as criminal, the species of the act 
is one thing: fhe mumdber of ihe persons Co- operating i the 
Seniedity ae of at, is another and widely different thing. 
Stanttesthy, not to any cne sp Cies of act exclusively, but to 
Pcies Of act Whatsoever ,is the circumstance of mum ers 


in this wu. Hy) lie: ty! e, I° rom “a circums stance. fo deduce a 
Cenc mination applied ¢ 
poneantew r sort oj 


er. ‘ ry Spe 


XCIUSIVELY : the designation of one 
act, eecompamied with au intimation of its 
Mig been, or beiag about to be, dealt with as an offence, 
Was surery a a aiid adapted as can well be conceived, to 
a ens of lang gage, What can be more eon-istent with 

a¥ concepts mM, What ean be more emply productive of con- 
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fusion, than the manufacturing a name for a particular species 
of offer.ce, out of a circumstance equally apt to have place in 
every species of offence ? 

In the present instance, who would be the conspirators > 
For the title conferred by this word, the following persons 
present themselves as candidates. 1. The learned Counsel 
employed as counsel for the crown on the trial. 2. The Soli- 
eitor of the Treasury, or any other person employed as attor- 
ney in the prosectition. S. ‘the Special Pleader, or other 
learned pemman by whom the Indictment was drawn up. 4, 
His Majesiy’s Attorney General, and His Majesty’s Solicitor 
General, if itis by or with the advice of those great fuuctien- 
aries that the prosecution has been instituied and carried on. 
5. Phe Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, if it 
was by their order that the proseetition was instituted. 6. The 
inembers of that select body of bis Matesty’s Privy Council, 
which is distinguished by the name of the Cad¢et Council, if 
it was with thein tiat the business originated, or fit be through 
them that it has passed. 

But this mdicinent is but one out of 2 number of indict- 
meris, allio: tiem results of so many sets of acts, performed 
in execution of the same general design: treating, on the foot- 
iy of a punishavle offence, every endeavour, which, by persons 
acting elsewhere than in Parliament, shail have been made, to- 
wards the obiaining of any chavge im the representation of the 
people in Parliament: construing every such endeavour intoa 
crime, and thus, in case of any impertection in the mode of that 
representation, renderiag that imperfection for ever remediless ; 
in case of any system Of oppression or depredation, or other 
national grievance, growing as a necessary efect cut of such 
imperfections, reudering wil redress of any such grievance for 
ever hopeless. 

Oh, but our oaths! our oaius!—Perish liberty ! perish the 
country !--We must not; we will not violate our oaths! 

Weil then, my dellow countrymen, if such be your determi- 
nation, on no account fo vielgie your oaths, Ld desire nothing 
better. This leads me to the circumstances, which, if in ihe 
present charge, there were nmifer ever so plainly criminal—ané 
ever so much of it, and ail oi it proved---would, mm this case 
(not to speak of other cases) suffice to render it impossible for 
a Jury, consistently with their oaths, to concur ina verdict of 
Guilty. - 

Of whatsoever there will be to say in proof of this position, 
the grouud is constituted by this unconirovertible assumption - 
naniely, that it is not consistent with their caths, fora Jury to 
declare their belief of any thing which, in their eyes, Las not 
been sufficientiy proved by the evidence that has been before 
them : stl! less their belicfin the trath of any position, of the 
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falsity of which they have no doubt: and therefore, if so it be, 
that, whenever, to constitute an offence as described in the in- 
dictment, requires the concurrence of every one of a number of 
circumstances therein stated——-then, and in that case, if, of the 
whole number of these circumstances, there be any one which 
either hod manifestly no existence, or (what comes to the same 
thins) has not beer proved to have been in existence, no de- 
fendant can consistently with the Juryman’s oath, be pronounc- 
ed guifty with relation to that same offence, ‘The circum- 
stances thus left unproved—be it ever so plainly irrelevant, or 
even ever so ridiculous, its being so makes not in this respect, 
any difference. ‘The accusation, on which the Jury have to pro- 
nounce, is that which it is, and not any thing which it might 
have been, and is not. 

On the present occasion—to prove, on the ground now 
stated, the impossibility of a verdict of guilty, without a viola- 
tion of the juryman’s oath—ail that remains is--to point out, io 
each of the nine counts in question,---among the circumstances, 
of all which, in the descripiion of the alleged crime the exist- 
ence is alledged,.--one or more, of which it will be plain, either 
that they had no existence, or that they have not been proved. 

Among ail these counts, should there be any one that shall 
be found altogether clear of these, as well as all other unprov- 
ed allegations, then, if the verdict be taken upon that one 
count, the other eight, Lam ready to acknowledge, may every 
one of them be stuffed with the hke excrementitious matter ia 
any quantity, yet from that quantity no valid objectionto a ver- 
dict of guilly can be made. 

Here then follows, as taken from the first Count, a lst, or at 
any rate what will be found an abundantly sufficient sample, of 
these improved allegations, any one of which will have the effect 
of rendering a verdict ef guiliy a violation of oath on the part 
of every juryman who has been concerned in it. 

1. © Being malicisus, seditious, and 7 disposed persons. --- 
Whether to the persons, by whem,---without either proof or 
design to oller proof, dispositions, and if dispositions, habits, 
and if bed:ts, acts, thus desienated, are imputed to others,-- 
whether to these persons the imputations would not apply, with 
more justice ihun to those to whom they are thus applied, let 
any honest man, let any sincere lover of truth, justice, and sin- 
ecrity---declare, 

2. “ Madiciously devising, and intending to raise and excite 
‘iscontent.” and so forth. 

3. “ With foree and arms’... 

4. “ In contempt of our said Lord, the King” 

5. “ Against the peace of our said Lord the King”... 

Of these allegations, the two last will, it is expected, be found 
io have been inserted in each one of the eight other ceunts: if 
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so, then are they, cach of them, sufficiently infected with ux- 
proved matter, 1m such soit as fo give to the verdict of Guilty, 
if pronounced in relation to that one of them, the egal and 
minoral quality so often mentioned, 

This eventual violation of oath being sopposed, let these say 
whom it m ay concera---le. anv Juryman say to himself, let the 
learned Judge say to thei ali for himself---whe her, should j it, 
even from the very commencement of the mstitution of Jury 
trial, be seen to have been the practice of Jurymen tius to 
de ‘ic themselves---should it have been the unvaried practice of 
the Judge thus to connive at their detiling themselves, or even 
to recommend it to them so to defile themselves---whether, even 
in this case, any member of tie prese at, or any"fature Jury, 
that sees this, will, in any such habit of defilement, how soever 
inveterate, find any su flicient variant for so defiling himself. 

Yes, for argument sake, if of his so detiling himself any pre- 
pemaroant advantay re to the commu! ily, In respect of judicature 
and substantial justice, would be the result, But, if in any 
shape anvsuch advantaye were to be found to result, its ould 
lie on the defender of the detilement, be he whe he mv, to 
bring it to view. ' ow this is what has neve ryet been so much 
as atiempted to be done; and ii seems to me that | risk little, 
in venturing to assure the reader, that it never eid/ be att empted 
to be done. 

In a certam number of instances, let but the Jurymen of 
this Country shew the determination to refuse thus to defile 
themselves,---not any the smallest difficulty will attend the 
giving to ail instruments of accusation that shape, which will 
render it, not only perfectly easv to Juries, to declare guilt to 
have had place, wherever in their opiuien it has had place, ---to 
render it perfectly easy for them so to Go, without anv sucu 
detilement,---but shall even render it much more easy, ~ 
it either has been made already by that same defilement, 
would or could be made by the like defilemeut, if swollen ta 
pitch, ever so much more enormous than it has ever yet been 
secn to be, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The E: litot begs to inform bis Correspondent al Hull of the date 
of March 20, that his Address tothe Freemen was founded upon 


information transmitted to him. His authority on that eros 
will be tmmediatleiv referred to, and the statem: i fii rly y wubiimbhed. 
il. »has netther wish to deceive, nor obiect ba Deerivi bes 0F CAR 


he betieve that be has been deceived. 
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